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Rockrohr News and Notes 
Summer 2016 

 
8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to go out to a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, 
not knowing where he was going. 9 By 
faith he went to live in the land of promise, 
as in a foreign land, living in tents with 
Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 
promise. 10 For he was looking forward to 
the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God. 11 By faith 
Sarah herself received power to conceive, 
even when she was past the age, since she 
considered him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one man, and him as 
good as dead, were born descendants as 
many as the stars of heaven and as many 
as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore.   Hebrews 11:8–12 ESV 
 

 
One of my favorite Bible story drawings by Amadu Yajiim is a representation of Abraham and Sarah according to 
Hebrews 11:8-12. As they are traveling to the new land yet unseen, Abraham relates to Sarah God’s promises of 
becoming a great nation with many descendants (Amadu shows multi-story buildings representing a great 
nation). But at this moment in history Abraham and Sarah as yet have no children and they are traveling to a 
place they do not yet see. As Deborah and I have moved from place to place, sometimes with children 
sometimes not, we have frequently not known what is over the next hill – we still don’t. But we know Jesus 
Christ, the revelation and author of our salvation. We trust in His victory and daily love for us. 
 
Our move back to the U.S. from Africa in 2014 was not planned by us, but very planned by our Lord. We sent out 
our last newsletter in July 2015, and we would like to update you about our “travels” in God’s hands. In each 
place we have stayed God has taken care of us through His people and with His timing. Our time now in Ft. 
Wayne has proved no different. My back surgery of January 2015 has healed very well under the capable hands 
of Dr. Alan McGee and his team, along with physical therapists. Concordia Lutheran High School has been a 
great blessing for our whole family as Ted enters his senior year, and Deborah her second year as theology 
instructor at the high school. I have taught several doctoral mission courses and assisted teaching a Homiletics I 
(preaching) course at Concordia Theological Seminary. The congregation we joined, Emmaus Lutheran Church, 
has been a source of encouragement to us. 
 

Ted is a senior this year at Concordia Lutheran High School. Last year he played football and he continued to 
prepare for this year’s season all through the summer. He has had some minor sports injuries so we pray for 
healing. 

Ted 

 

“Abraham and Sarah on Way to Promised Land” by Amadu Yajiim, an artist and member of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Ghana. Amadu created a series of Bible story drawings for an African context for an outreach course Carl wrote while in 
Ghana 1993-98, “Bible Stories for Baptism and Confirmation.”  
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Ted started his work life this summer with two jobs. He was a summer Camp Counselor at Emmaus Lutheran 
Summer Camp and he also started work at a local McDonald’s restaurant. He has been busy but he enjoyed both 
positions. Camp work is over, but McDonald’s continues with some reduction in hours for the new school year 
and football season.  

   

 
    

 

The Lord Jesus has filled Deborah’s plate to overflowing! She thoroughly 
enjoys teaching freshmen Old Testament history and theology at 
Concordia Lutheran High School here in Ft. Wayne. This is her second 
year serving as a called deaconess teaching at Concordia.  

Deborah 

 
Besides her full-time salaried work Deborah also is assisting a number 
of other organizations. In June she was elected as President of the 
Concordia Deaconess Conference (concordiadeaconess.org). Since she 
previously had served as the chair of public relations for the conference 
she staffed the CDC booth at the LCMS national convention in 
Milwaukee in July. Then at the LCMS national convention she was 
elected to be a Regent of Concordia College Alabama (Selma). She also 
is a curriculum consultant for the Deaconess Program at Concordia 
University Chicago. 
 
 

It has been almost two years since I have had a full-time call in any 
position in church work. During that time I have had S1-L5 back fusion 
surgery (January 2015) due to an injury while working in Ethiopia and a 
fusion surgery in my right big toe (March 2016 - arthritis related). We 

Carl 

Celebrating Deborah’s 30 Years of 
Service as a Deaconess 

 

Ted preparing lunch at Summer Day Camp Deborah and Grandma Jane Visiting Ted at McDonald’s 

 

 

 



 3 

thank God both surgeries have healed well. In the intervening time I have ranged from being a shut-in needing 
pastoral visitation to serving as a part-time adjunct professor at Concordia Theological Seminary – a spectrum of 
situations. But now since my health is very good I need full-time, permanent work in the church. I have applied 
and interviewed at a number of positions in several states in Lutheran academic settings and district positions, 
but there has been no call up to this point. I am also open to a pastoral call to a congregation.  
 

People have frequently asked Deborah and me if my back is “ok” now. The answer is yes! People have also 
frequently asked if we will return soon to missionary work in Africa, and we always answer it is not in our plans. 
While I continue to teach, research and write to assist Christian ministry in Africa, for a variety of reasons we 
believe the Lord is leading us to long term ministry in the U.S. It has been suggested to us that sometimes 
people are not willing to call former missionaries because they think they will soon move back to overseas work 
– the answer is we have no plans to return. Deborah’s current position with Concordia Lutheran High School is 
one of the most supportive situations either of us have experienced in our ministry careers and we would like to 
stay in the Ft. Wayne area so she can continue in her teaching position, but there has not been any permanent 
(called) church work available for me in the Ft. Wayne area. We realize that the Lord may have another move for 
us in His plans. As we consider this possibility, it has always been our plan that if I started a position in another 
state Deborah would stay with Ted in Indiana until he graduates high school, and then join me later. So we ask 
for your prayers and we wait on the Lord Jesus to show us what future He has for us. 

Future Plans 

 
And now you understand better why the Abraham and Sarah drawing is such a favorite. We can’t see around the 
next bend, but we continue walking and trusting in God’s promises in Christ – and both the walking and the 
trusting in Him are also daily by God’s power, not ours!  
 

Abraham and Sarah could not see how the promise of a great nation would work out since they had no children, 
but Deborah and I are blessed with a different situation. The clan is active and also growing quickly! And it keeps 
us busy too --- we do know the roads (and plane flights) to the children’s and grandchildren’s homes! 

The Busy and Growing Clan 

 
 
Paul, Stacy, Andrew and Expecting – 
Paul has been the pastor at St. Luke 
Lutheran Church in Golden, Colorado 
since June 2015. Stacy is a pharmacist 
at a local Walmart and is expecting a 
baby sometime in late August or early 
September. Paul and Stacy just bought 
a house in the Denver area and are 
enjoying their lives there. Deborah, 
Ted, Carl and other family members 
spent time this summer in Colorado 
helping Stacy during her pregnancy. 
 
 

Stacy Rockrohr with Andrew (and expecting). Rebecca Johnson with 
Eli and Daniel (and expecting twins). June 2016 
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James and Megan – James is a 1st Lt. in the US Marines in Artillery, based in North Carolina. He has been 
deployed the past months to Philippians, Japan and South Korea for noncombat exercises. Megan and all of us 
are thankful for his return in August. Megan has been busy as a middle school teacher. See our website 
www.rockrohr.net for a video of James’ deployment in the Philippians. 

 
 
 

Scott, Rebecca, Eli, Daniel and Expecting Twins – Scott continues into his 3rd year as Associate Pastor at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Hillsdale, Michigan and Rebecca part-time as Deaconess. Their family activities, already busy 
with Eli and Daniel, will increase sometime this fall since Rebecca is pregnant with twins. We know the road well 
between Fort Wayne and Hillsdale since it is only a 90-minute drive. 
 

We will continue to use our “newsletter list” to send out notices of future newsletters. You are welcome to 
remove your name from the subscription list if you would rather not receive 
emails of Rockrohr News and Notes. 

Future Newsletters 

 
May the Peace of Christ Be with You, 
 
 
 
 
Carl and Deborah Rockrohr 
 www.rockrohr.net
 
 
 

Deborah and Ted on First Day of 
School - August 11, 2016 

Deborah and Carl July 30, 2016 

Megan Welcomes Jim Home 
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