
The Kingdom of God in Africa and Beyond… 

Dear Friends and Family, 

Greetings to you in the 

name of Jesus. 

Carl usually writes most of 

our newsletters, but for 

this last newsletter he has 

handed off the task to me 

(Deborah). A lot of things 

have happened in the 

three months since our 

last newsletter. In this 

issue we say Thank You 

and farewell (as mission-

aries), and report on activi-

ties over the summer 

months. 

Return to the USA 

As mentioned in the June 

newsletter, we left mission-

ary work with LCMS (as of 

Sept. 6) so that we can be 

with Ted during his remain-

ing 3 years of high school. 

A year ago in April, we de-

cided together with Ted to 

send him to boarding 

school at St Paul Lutheran 

High School in Concordia, 

MO, my alma mater. We 

know the school well and 

like it very much, but during 

the year we realized it was 

not the right situation for 

our family at this time. 

As parents we struggled 

with whether boarding 

school for Ted in the US, 

away from us in Ethiopia, 

was right. We were never 

really settled with it in our 

hearts and we discussed it 

often. We never wrote 

about this struggle in our 

newsletters, but it was a 

real concern to us. When 

Ted discussed with us at 

the end of April that he real-

ly wanted to be with us, we 

knew that we needed to live 

together as a family.  

We knew that our situation 

in Ethiopia was not the right 

environment to have Ted 

with us, and we expected 

that we would need to re-

turn to the U.S. We were 

happily surprised when our 

supervisor, Rev. Shauen 

Trump, LCMS Area Direc-

tor for Eastern and South-

ern Africa, suggested a 

reassignment to Nairobi, 

Kenya, so that Ted could 

live with us and attend 

school there. Ted flew to 

Africa to be with us for a 

visit to Kenya in early May, 

and we really had a nice 

tour and possible plans for 

Ted’s school, living and 

working in Kenya with other 

LCMS missionaries. How-

ever, the very day we re-

turned to Ethiopia the U.S. 

Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya 

announced that due to con-

stant terrorist bombings 

and threats in Kenya it was 

withdrawing its non-critical 

personnel. We realized that 

Kenya was not a good 

place to raise a teenager if 

the US Embassy was pull-

ing out its own families. 

When the LCMS contacted 

Dr. Berhanu, General Sec-
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communication was not 

clear. We wanted to tell 

friends and supporters 

what was happening 

but we were unable to 

do it in a time frame 

and in a way we would 

have liked. Our apolo-

gies to those of you 

who have experienced 

confusion and concern. 

Family Events  

We have been blessed 

with many joyful family 

events during the sum-

mer months.  

Eli James Johnson, our 

first grandchild, was 

born on June 4 to Re-

becca and Scott. On June 

25 he was baptized in Wolf 

Lake, IN with many family 

members attending.  

Our second son James was 

married to Megan Frisque 

on July 5 at the chapel of 

Concordia University Wis-

consin. Besides a good 

attendance of family and 

friends at the wedding and 

reception, Jim had 6 U.S. 

Marine buddies travel from 

as far as Florida and Texas 

to perform a Sword Arch 

after the wedding (see pho-

to on page 4).  

We have not previously 

written that our son Jim is a 

U.S. Marine officer, nor that 

our son Paul is in the chap-

laincy training program for 

the U.S. Navy. We were 

advised by the Marines 

when we first moved to 

Africa that, for our security, 

we should say nothing 

about Jim’s military work. 

Well, we are not in Africa 

now and you see can see 

the photos. Jim and Megan 

are now at the Naval Air 

Station in Corpus Christi, 

TX where he is training to 

be a pilot for the Marines. 

We are extremely proud of 

Jim's and Paul's work for 

the US military. 

Our son-in-law Scott John-

son was ordained and in-

stalled at St. Paul Lutheran 

in Hillsdale, MI on August 

3. On August 24 daughter 

Rebecca Johnson was 

commissioned and installed 

as a deaconess, also at St 

Paul. We were able to par-

ticipate in both events.  

 Visits to Supporters 

In July and August we visit-

ed congregations and sup-

porters in Colorado, Ne-

braska, Wisconsin, Michi-

gan, Missouri, and South 

Dakota. We thoroughly 

enjoyed meeting some sup-

porters for the first time, 

and others who were old 

friends. In those presenta-

tions, we also were able to 

share many more details of 

the work than we have 

been able to write about in 

newsletters. Three more 

visits in Missouri and Michi-

gan are scheduled for this 

fall. 

Finding a Place to Live 

When we first moved to 

Africa, we prepared to 

move for the rest of our 

careers. We moved 1500 of 

our best theological books, 

and expected to leave them 

in Africa one day. So our 

return to the US after only 3 

years left us wondering 

where we should settle. We 

had no calls or work lined 

up in the U.S. but we did 

need to pick a place so that 

Ted could start school. Paul 

and Stacy are back in Ft. 

Wayne for his 4th year of 

seminary, and Becky and 

Scott are just 90 minutes 
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retary of the EECMY, that 

we would be leaving Ethio-

pia, he made a personal 

request to us to not say 

anything about our depar-

ture until he gave the ok. 

He wanted to first clarify 

the situation. We complied 

with Dr. Berhanu's request, 

but this meant that all our 

Ethiopian colleagues and 

our supporters in the U.S. 

did not hear anything 

about our departure. We 

were only given permission 

to announce our departure 

to our Ethiopian colleagues 

on May 27, just 3 days 

before Ted and I left Ethio-

pia. The seminary staff 

was quite shocked at the 

news, and I did not have 

time to say goodbyes to 

everyone. But that was 

how it worked out.  

After Ted and I left Ethio-

pia on May 30, Carl re-

mained until June 17 to 

finish the semester and 

help MA students complete 

their theses by the June 13 

graduation deadline. He 

was so busy during that 

time with closing down and 

handing over the work that 

he did not have time to 

write the newsletter which 

would announce our de-

parture to our friends and 

supporters in the U.S. This 

was done only after his 

return to the States. Some 

of our supporters heard 

from LCMS fund raising 

staff that we were leaving 

Ethiopia (but not why) be-

fore they heard it from us, 

and that brought more con-

fusion. Unfortunately the 
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situation for the last few 

months, and we are thank-

ful for excellent medical 

care that Carl is receiving. 

We don’t know what the 

future holds at this point. 

We are thankful that the 

Presidents of Michigan, 

Indiana, Ohio and English 

Districts have noted our 

situation and communicat-

ed encouragement and 

support to us. The LCMS 

Office of National Mission 

has also contacted Carl to 

offer possible financial as-

sistance for the family 

through the "Soldiers of the 

Cross" fund during the peri-

od of his disability. 

Future Work 

As of this writing neither of 

us are employed, nor is 

anything lined up yet. We 

would like to stay in the Ft. 

Wayne area but we will 

move if need be. I have 

been applying to local uni-

versities and Carl has com-

municated with various 

district presidents. At this 

point in time we truly do not 

know how or where we will 

be serving the Lord Jesus 

next. Our next step in this 

process is to see whether 

Carl will be fully or partially 

released from disability 

when he sees the doctor on 

September 29. Please pray 

for the Lord's guidance for 

us, it is all very unclear at 

this point. 

Rumors and  

Misinformation! 

We have been surprised by 

the number and variety of 

rumors we have heard re-

garding our return to the 

U.S. Friends, supporters, 

congregations, and even 

colleagues in the LCMS did 

not know or understand the 

reasons or circumstances 

of our return. We would like 

to set the record straight. 

We take St. Paul's instruc-

tions for qualifications of 

the pastoral ministry with 

the highest seriousness. St. 

Paul lists various character-

istics in 1Timothy 3 and 

Titus 1 required for a man 

to be a pastor. If a man 

does not meet these qualifi-

cations, he should not be a 

pastor, period. One of 

those qualifications is: 

"He must manage his own 

household well, with all 

dignity keeping his children 

submissive, for if someone 

does not know how to man-

age his own household, 

how will he care for God’s 

church?" (1 Timothy 3:4-5) 

This passage above all 

guided us in deciding to 

return to the U.S. to be with 

Ted during his high school 

years. Carl and I frequently 

had discussions in Ethiopia 

that if Ted needed us to be 

with him in the US, then 

any missionary work we 

might do is not according to 

God's will. We have been 

given the gift of children, 

and in our vocation as par-

ents the Lord calls us to 

raise them well. We cannot 

fail to do that and still ex-

pect to honor God in our 

missionary service. If God's 

will is for us to be with Ted 

in the U.S., then it is God's 
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away in Hillsdale, so we 

thought that living in Ft. 

Wayne would be a good 

chance for Ted to be near 

siblings again. We now have 

an apartment in the same 

complex as Paul and Stacy 

so that we see them almost 

daily. Ted has enjoyed being 

on the football team and 

starting school at Concordia 

Lutheran High School in Ft. 

Wayne.  

Health Concerns 

When Ted and I returned to 

the US on May 30 we 

brought most of our personal 

effects with us in 15 suitcas-

es packed at exactly 50 

pounds each. The airport in 

Addis Ababa is such that it is 

not easy to get baggage to 

the checkout counter. Carl 

was able to come into the 

airport to help us, but with all 

the heavy lifting, and one bag 

that had to be carried to an-

other part of the terminal for 

special wrapping, he injured 

his back. The next day Carl 

was immobilized with pain, 

and returned to work only 

several days later. During our 

summer activities it became 

evident that this back injury 

was not going away, but was 

affecting simple activities like 

walking and standing. When 

a prescription pain killer did 

not do the trick, we knew a 

more thorough evaluation 

was necessary. Carl saw a 

spine specialist in late Au-

gust and is now doing physi-

cal therapy twice a week and 

daily exercises. He is on full 

disability until his re-

evaluation on September 29. 

This has been a worrisome 

U.S. Marine 1st Lieutenant James Rockrohr escorts his mother to the 

front of the chapel for the wedding.  



Left: Deborah “pins” Rebecca with 

the Concordia Deaconess Confer-

ence (CDC) cross pin after the com-

missioning service. The pinning 

ceremony welcomed Rebecca into 

the organization.   
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Ted is playing defensive end for Reserve 

Varsity of the Concordia Cadets of Ft 

Wayne, Indiana. He is the nearest player 

in maroon jersey on the line. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

 

 To all who have supported 

us in prayer, in words of en-

couragement, and financial-

ly, during our missionary 

service. 

 

 For your continued prayers 

for our health and safety.   

 

 To the hosts and congrega-

tions we visited in July and 

August.  

  

 To our friends at St. Paul 

Lutheran Church in Farming-

ton Hills, MI and Concordia 

Lutheran School who have 

printed and mailed this 

newsletter.  

 

 To our children and parents 

who have helped us in so 

many ways while in Africa 

but also, even more so as 

we re-enter life in the U.S. 

  

  

  

  

Bottom Left: Jim’s U.S. Marine bud-

dies make the Sword Arch ceremony 

after the wedding.  

Bottom right: Pastors at Scott’s 

ordination, Aug. 3.  



very important example to 

the Ethiopians. He said it is 

a known fact and controver-

sy that often Ethiopians do 

not live with their families 

and Carl and Deborah's 

concern for Ted gave the 

staff certain priorities to 

think about.  

In July, after we had re-

turned to the U.S., the 

EECMY General Secretary, 

Dr. Berhanu, and the semi-

nary president, Dr. Belay, 

wrote to Carl asking wheth-

er we would be willing to 

continue serving the semi-

nary even if based in the 

US. Our training, experi-

ence and ability to lead 

theological training in Africa 

was highly appreciated by 

the highest leaders in the 

EECMY and the seminary. 

We were willing to do such 

work while in the U.S., but 

arrangements did not work 

out that way.  

Finally, Rev. Shauen 

Trump, LCMS Area Direc-

tor for Eastern and South-

ern Africa, recently wrote to 

Carl in an email: 

"We think of you often and 

every time I go to Ethiopia, 

everyone asks about you 

and speaks glowingly of 

you with such endearment - 

there is your testimony 

about the work you did and 

the relationships you built!" 

Some have thought we had 

planned our departure from 

Ethiopia well in advance 

and that we had other work 

in the U.S. all lined up. In 

fact, for some missionaries 

it does work out that way, 

and they are able to take 

up new work immediately 

on their return to the U.S. 

This is not a bad idea since 

it is hard to get work in the 

U.S. when one has been 

overseas for a number of 

years. However, that is not 

what happened in our case. 

Although we had growing 

concerns during the year, it 

was not until April 26 that 

we made the important 

decision to live together as 

a family.  

Even with no future plans in 

place, we truly believe that 

obedience to God accord-

ing to 1 Timothy 3 means 

we must live together with 

Ted. Some families can be 

apart, our family cannot.  

Immediate Future 

This is the last of our 

"missionary newsletters." 

But we will continue to post 

updates on our website, 

www.rockrohr.net   

At this time we are happy 

living in Ft. Wayne, with 

Ted attending Concordia 

Lutheran High School. The 

Lord has blessed us with 

special family time these 

last months. He is even 

now supporting us through 

the availability of excellent 

medical care, and through 

financial support during 

Carl’s disability offered 

through both the Michigan 

District and the LCMS Of-

fice of National Mission 

“Soldiers of the Cross” 

fund. We know that He will 

continue to hold us in His 

loving hands, and guide us 

in our next paths of service.  

 

Thank You! 

We appreciate all the pray-

ers and financial support 

given on our behalf from so 

many people during our 

missionary service. We 

have been very privileged 

to minister in Africa for the 

past 3 years and we pray 

for so many African broth-

ers and sisters in Christ. 

We have learned much and 

grown in our love for the 

Lord and His people 

through this time, and our 

prayer is that you have as 

well. 

With the news of the Ebola 

outbreak in West Africa, I 

often think of the Liberian 

deaconess students I 

taught in South Africa. We 

do not know their condition 

at this time, but in Christ we 

pray for them.  

 

Please continue to pray for 

the African Christians and 

missionaries. Until you live 

in Africa for some time it is 

hard to understand what 

the situation actually is. We 

hope this newsletter has 

encouraged you, but most 

of all we ask you to pray to 

the Lord of the harvest. For 

His harvest is great and the 

workers few.  

 

Our love in Christ, 

Carl, Deborah and Ted 

Rockrohr 
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will for us to leave Africa. 

Even our own children, 

knowing our love for the 

Lord’s work in Africa, were 

surprised that we would re-

turn to the U.S. for Ted’s 

sake.  

With almost no notice, our 

Ethiopian colleagues as 

Mekane Yesus Seminary put 

together a farewell luncheon 

for us and several other mis-

sionaries whose service was 

also ending. At that time, 

while they were expressing 

their grief and shock at our 

departure, Carl told them, 

"God's will does not fight 

against God's will. If God's 

will is that we need to return 

to the U.S. now, then it is 

God's will for us not be in 

Ethiopia at this time. Even 

though Deborah and I can do 

much to help the seminary, it 

is God's will for the seminary 

to be without us at this time." 

We have heard it said that 

we returned to the U.S. be-

cause we did not get along 

with the church in Ethiopia, 

and we were forced to leave. 

Quite the contrary! We made 

close friends in Ethiopia and 

had very cordial working rela-

tionships with all Ethiopians 

and missionaries there. Mr. 

Gedion, the Assistant Dean 

working with Carl, grieved at 

learning of our departure and 

said Carl was like a brother 

to him, so that he always felt 

he could bring any problem 

or issue to Carl. Mr. Gedion 

also made a public testimony 

to the theology faculty at our 

farewell luncheon that by 

returning to the U.S. for the 

sake of Ted we were giving a 



PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 

•Prayers for the Lord’s 

directions for new ministry 

and employment for Carl 

and Deborah.  

 

•Prayers for healing of 

Carl’s back, so that he 

might go off disability and 

rejoin full-time ministry.  

 

•Prayers of thanksgiving 

for all the safe travels of 

the Rockrohr family.  

 

•Thanksgiving for Ted’s 

school; Paul’s 4th year at 

seminary and Stacy’s 

new work as a pharma-

cist; Jim and Megan’s 

new marriage and life in 

Texas; and Scott and Re-

becca’s new calls as pas-

tor and deaconess and 

their baby boy, Eli. 

 

 

Read more about 

our work online: 

www.rockrohr.net 

Volume 4 , Issue 6  

August-September 2014  
Rockrohr  News and Notes   Page 6  

 

 

 

 

Fall Visit Schedule 

October 12 & 13    

Trinity Lutheran Church        

Columbia, Missouri                 

Phone: (573) 445-2112  

October 26  

Hope Lutheran Church             

St Louis, Missouri                      

Phone:  (314) 352-0014 

November 23 

Hosanna-Tabor Lutheran Church 

Redford, Michigan 

Phone: (313) 937-2424  

Above: Carl preach-

es at Our Redeemer 

Lutheran Church, 

Wauwatosa, WI 

Right: Deborah and 

Carl visit at Christ 

Lutheran Church,  

Milford, MI 


