
The Kingdom of God in Africa and Beyond… 

Deborah wrote this article 

for the March newsletter 

of the Concordia Deacon-

ess Conference, 

“BluesNews.”  

 

When one thinks of mis-

sions, evangelization of 

peoples who have never 

heard of Christ often 

comes to mind. Mission-

ary work is that, but it is 

also much more. Food 

and shelter, given in the 

name of Christ to those 

who have suffered devas-

tation and loss, is also 

part of mission work. 

Teaching and learning is, 

as well. While one may 

debate where each of 

these activities falls within 

the Witness-Mercy-Life 

Together paradigm, I 

would suggest that each 

of these always at least 

touch on mercy work in 

that the life-giving words 

of the Gospel always 

show God’s immeasura-

ble mercy toward us sin-

ners. 

 

For about 18 months in 

2012-13 I was director of 

residential deaconess 

training at Lutheran Theo-

logical Seminary in Preto-

ria, South Africa. In that 

role, I developed the cur-

riculum for deaconess 

training, taught the dia-

konia courses, and was 

housemaster for the wom-

en’s residence. Together 

we learned about the 

work of the deaconess, 

the history of diakonia in 

the Church from New 

Testament times onward, 

and developed specific 

skills and competencies in 

ministry areas common to 

deaconess work. 

 

Although I was able to 

academically assess the 

learning of “my” deacon-

ess students, it was in the 
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About 1 mile downstream from this bridge the river runs 

alongside Mekane Yesus Seminary where we live and work. 
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non-academic arena that 

the true fruits of teaching 

were so beautifully evi-

dent. When there was not 

a specific assignment for 

altar duty at the campus 

church on a Sunday, one 

could still often find a dea-

coness student lending 

her hand where she saw 

the need. When our teen-

age son developed ap-

pendicitis while at board-

ing school and we hur-

riedly traveled over six 

hours by car to be with 

him for the surgery and a 

few days of recovery, I 

was comforted by unex-

pected text messages of 

prayers and Scripture that 

these same deaconess 

students knew I needed to 

hear. God’s mercy came 

(Continued from page 1) 

to both teacher and learn-

er. 

 

In God’s timing and in-

scrutable wisdom, I was 

suddenly called from the 

task of teaching and pre-

paring women to become 

deaconesses to another 

task in another country. 

My husband (Rev. Dr. 

Carl Rockrohr) and I have 

been living in Addis Aba-

ba, Ethiopia since July. 

We came at the Ethiopian 

Evangelical Church 

Mekane Yesus’ (EECMY) 

sudden and urgent re-

quest for the LCMS to 

send someone to help at 

Mekane Yesus Seminary 

(MYS), its central semi-

nary located in Addis Aba-

ba. Carl is the Dean of 

Theology at MYS. I am 

assisting at MYS by su-

pervising MA theses and 

lecturing in the thesis/

research support work-

shops held periodically 

throughout the year, but 

my primary task through 

the end of May is learning 

Amharic, the national lan-
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Support … 

We continue to need to 

build up our support net-

work. We invite you to 

share our newsletter with 

others who may be inter-

ested in learning about 

our work. Thank you for 

your continued support! 

 

To support our work 

financially, you may 

send a tax-deductible gift 

to:  

LCMS  

P.O. Box 790089  

St. Louis, MO 63179-

0089 

 

Make checks payable to 

The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod.  

Sign check memo 

“Support of Rockrohr 

Family.”  

 

Gifts can also be given  

securely online through 

the LCMS website, on our 

online giving page at 

www.lcms.org/Rockrohr.  

Deborah has been helping MA Practical Theology students with their the-
sis preparation through advising and lecturing in Saturday writing work-

shops. During weekdays she studies the Amharic language full-time.  

Carl had a bad case of dysentery and had to receive fluids by IV on  Feb 26. 

He is now recovered and is back to work. 



guage of Ethiopia. 

 

Language learning has 

provided unique insights 

into the people and cul-

ture of Ethiopia. Prefixes 

and suffixes to verbs, ad-

jectives, and nouns recog-

nize the gender, plurality, 

and even respectful status 

of both the speaker and 

the listener; truly, relation-

ships and communication 

are highly valued in this 

culture! The vocabulary 

provides additional in-

sight. For example, the 

word meskel, which is a 

noun meaning cross, is 

also a verb which means 

“to hang” (like, hang a 

picture on the wall). What 

amazing symbolism is tied 

up in that simple word, 

(Continued from page 2) 

meskel, as we think not 

only of the cross on which 

Christ died, but of Him 

hanging there, suffering in 

our place and making full 

payment for our sin! 

 

Our stay and work here in 

Ethiopia is interesting 

from the standpoint that 

we are working with and 

within an established Lu-

theran church -- with more 

than 6 million members -- 

and yet the LCMS is not 

in fellowship with the 

EECMY. We are, howev-

er, here at the specific 

request and invitation of 

the EECMY to have 

LCMS personnel come 

and assist in specific 

tasks, and we have the 

opportunity thereby to 

provide clear Law and 

Gospel teaching based on 

Scripture and the Luther-

an Confessions. In this 

way, we do our part so 

that the Gospel light burn 

brightly, and we thank 

God for His mercies both 

to us and to those around 

us. 
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Mekane Yesus Seminary instructors for the Masters degree program 
enjoying a lunch.  (From near, circling clockwise) . Dr. Bakke of Nor-

way, 45 years teaching at MYS. Dr. Veggie  (Norway); Dr. Sheferaw; Dr. 
Nordlander (Norway), Dr. Yacob, Dr. Weber (white American lady back 

right), Mr. Gedion, Dr. Misgana 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

 To all who pray for us!  

Carl’s illness with dysentery 

the last week of February 

was difficult. We appreciate 

your continued prayers for 

God’s protection and encour-

agement. Special thanks to 

Carl’s students who prayed 

and fasted for his recovery 

and health.  

 

 To new congregations and 

individuals who have joined 

our regular supporters! 

  

 To the staff and faculty at St. 

Paul Lutheran High School  

in Concordia, MO (boarding 

school where Ted is attend-

ing) who are teaching and 

taking care of Ted. They are 

in constant and helpful com-

munication with us!  

 

 To our friends at St. Paul 

Lutheran Church in Farming-

ton Hills, MI who stuffed, 

labeled and stamped the 

envelopes for this newslet-

ter. 

  

  

  

 

  

 
We are  still setting our vis-

itation schedule for our visit 

to the US in July and Au-

gust. We have received 

some invitations, but are 

still making plans. If you 

are interested to host us let 

us know by email. We will  

announce a more specific 

schedule soon.  



A beautiful Ethiopian meal prepared by Beza for a dinner on her 4th wed-

ding anniversary on January 31 at which Deborah and Carl were guests. 
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Photos of Blessings 

(Back to front) Claire (Lutheran Bible Translators), Deborah, Carl,  Angela 

and Rev. Doug Thompson. Claire is in Amharic language school with 

Deborah. The Thompsons taught at a regional seminary  during January 

and February and visited Carl and  Deborah  before they left Ethiopia. 

Rev. Doug is a LCMS pastor at  St. Paul Lutheran Church, Park City, MT.   

January 31: Beza, Musa and their daughter Eltov. Beza is Carl’s 

Administrative Assistant and an IT Instructor at the seminary. Musa is a jazz 

drummer and music instructor at the MYS School of Music. 

Right: Carl as he teaches a masters degree class. In this second semester 

he is teaching three courses: Christology and Christian Ethics at the MA 

level and Pneumatology/Ecclesiology at the B.Th. Level.  



PRAYER REQUESTS: 

 

•Prayers for energy and 

wisdom for Mr. Gedion, 

the new Assistant Dean 

for Undergraduate Stud-

ies at the seminary who is 

taking up many tasks for 

Carl. 

 

•Safe travels for Carl and 

Deborah in March and 

April. 

 

•Blessings and joy for 

Ted.  

 

•Blessings on Deborah’s 

Amharic language learn-

ing.   

 

Your  LCMS Miss ionar ies  to  Eth iop ia  

Read more about 

our work online: 

www.rockrohr.net 
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The short rainy season in January-February  as seen from Carl and Deborah’s second story room. 

Dr. Mike Rodewald, Deborah and Carl. Dr. Mike has been with LCMS for the last six years and has been 

our Regional Director for Africa.  In June he will begin work as Executive Director for Lutheran Bible 

Translators. May the Lord bless and increase his new ministry.  


